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COURTS OF APPEALS 
 

The courts of appeals are established by Article IV, Section 1, of the Ohio Constitution and their 
jurisdiction is outlined in Article IV, Section 3.  As the intermediate level appellate courts, their primary 
function is to hear appeals from the common pleas, municipal and county courts.  Each case is heard and 
decided by a three-judge panel. 

 
The state is divided into 12 appellate districts, each of which is served by a court of appeals that 

sits in each of the counties in the district.  The number of judges in each district depends on a variety of 
factors, including the district’s population and the court’s caseload.  Each district has a minimum of three 
appellate judges.  Appeals court judges are elected to six-year terms in even-numbered years.  They must 
have been admitted to the practice of law in Ohio six years preceding commencement of the term. 

 
In addition to their appellate jurisdiction, the courts of appeals have original jurisdiction, as does 

the Supreme Court, to hear applications for writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, procedendo, prohibition 
and quo warranto.  The 10th District Court of Appeals in Franklin County also hears appeals from the 
Ohio Court of Claims. 
 

In 2003, there were 68 court of appeals judges.  Court of appeals judges are elected in even-
numbered years to six-year terms on a nonpartisan ballot.  Appellate judges must be attorneys with at 
least six years of experience in the practice of law.  The Governor makes appointments to fill vacancies in 
courts of appeals that occur between elections. 
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COURTS OF APPEALS 

2003 DISTRICT MAP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     NUMBER     NUMBER       TOTAL  POPULATION 

 DISTRICT  OF JUDGES  OF COUNTIES  POPULATION  PER JUDGE 

 FIRST  6  1  845,303  140,884 

 SECOND  5  6  1,042,757   208,551 

 THIRD  4  17  782,234  195,559 

 FOURTH  4  14  616,789  154,197 

 FIFTH  6  15  1,364,704  272,941 

 SIXTH  5  8  899,206  179,841 

 SEVENTH  4  8  587,680  146,920 

 EIGHTH  12  1  1,393,978  116,165 

 NINTH  5  4  1,090,222  218,044 

 TENTH  8  1  1,068,978  133,622 

 ELEVENTH  5  5  798,311  199,578 

 TWELFTH   4   8   862,978  215,745 

   68  88  11,353,140  172,017 
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COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS  
JURISDICTIONAL DISTRIBUTION 

2003 
 
 
 

       NUMBER   NUMBER 
                        OF COUNTIES            OF JUDGES 
 
 General Division Only         25           154 
  

Domestic Relations Only                    18                                               28 
 
Probate Only                                                         16                                               17 
 
Juvenile Only                                                          9                                               18 
 
General and Domestic Relations                          55                                               74       
 
Domestic Relations and Juvenile                           7                                               16  
 
Domestic Relations, Probate, and Juvenile            2                                                 3 
 
Juvenile and Probate                                            65                                               64 
 
General, Domestic Relations, Probate 
and Juvenile                                                           6                                                 6 
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Domestic relations and juvenile combined/general and probate separate (7) 

All divisions combined (6) 

Probate and juvenile combined/general and domestic relations combined (55) 

  Probate and juvenile combined/general and domestic relations separate (9) 

Domestic relations, probate, and juvenile combined (2) 

All divisions separate (9) 

COMMON PLEAS COURT JURISDICTIONAL ARRANGEMENT 
2003
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MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY COURTS 
 

Municipal and county courts are created by the General Assembly as provided in R.C. 1901 and 
1907. When municipal courts exercise countywide jurisdiction, no county court is needed.  A county 
court is needed if an area of a county is not served by a municipal court.  
 

The subject-matter jurisdiction of municipal and county courts is nearly identical.  Both municipal 
and county courts have the authority to conduct preliminary hearings in felony cases, and both have 
jurisdiction over traffic and non-traffic misdemeanors.  These courts also have limited civil jurisdiction.  
Municipal and county courts may hear civil cases in which the amount of money in dispute does not 
exceed $15,000. 

 
When justices of the peace were eliminated by Ohio law, municipal and county courts took over 

their duties.  Therefore, judges sitting in these courts, like probate judges, have the authority to perform 
marriages. 
 

In 2003, there were 124 municipal courts with a total of 207 judges and 42 county courts with a 
total of 49 judges.  Statutes provide for 21 part-time municipal courts and 103 full-time municipal courts.  
Three courts have specialized divisions:  Cleveland Municipal Court – Housing Division, Toledo 
Municipal Court – Housing Division, and Franklin County Municipal Court – Environmental Division.  
Municipal court judges are elected to six-year terms on a nonpartisan judicial ballot and may serve either 
full- or part-time.  A municipal court judge may have jurisdiction in one or more municipalities, in 
adjacent townships, or throughout an entire county.  A county court judge is elected to a six-year term on 
a nonpartisan ballot.  All county court judges are part-time. 
 

Municipal court judges and county court judges must be attorneys with at least six years of 
experience in the practice of law. 
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          MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY COURT JURISDICTIONAL ARRANGEMENT 

2003 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

                            
                          Full-time municipal courts only   (51)  Full-time municipal and part-time county courts (6) 

 

                         
                       Part-time municipal courts only (5)                               Part-time municipal and part-time county courts (2) 
 
  
                       Part-time county courts only (16)                                  Full-time municipal and part-time municipal courts (4) 
 
 
                                                  Full-time municipal, part-time municipal and part-time county courts (4) 
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PERSONAL INJURY
MISDE- OTHER AND PROPERTY OTHER

MEANORS O.M.V.I. TRAFFIC DAMAGE CONTRACTS F. E. D. CIVIL TOTAL

CASES PENDING BEGINNING OF YEAR 33,706 13,232 30,993 1,910 8,308 2,717 822 91,688

NEW CASES ASSIGNED 197,236 50,256 186,957 3,756 20,175 8,193 2,553 469,126

TRANSFERRED IN OR REACTIVATED 38,898 6,109 35,112 229 944 283 255 81,830

TOTAL CASES 269,840 69,597 253,062 5,895 29,427 11,193 3,630 642,644

CASES TERMINATED BY:

JURY TRIAL 623 271 158 50 73 14 32 1,221

COURT TRIAL 7,496 788 10,842 294 2,024 2,824 709 24,977

DEFAULT X X X 637 3,882 894 339 5,752

GUILTY OR NO CONTEST PLEA TO 79,788 35,315 85,221       X X X X 200,324
ORIGINAL CHARGE

GUILTY OR NO CONTEST PLEA TO 35,818 10,642 42,432       X X X X 88,892
REDUCED CHARGE

DISMISSAL:LACK OF SPEEDY TRIAL (CRIM.) 395 34 259 43 3,355 965 55 5,106
OR WANT OF PROSECUTION (CIVIL)

OTHER DISMISSALS 51,476 2,101 41,580 1,746 8,346 2,467 548 108,264

TRANSFERRED OUT 6,125 1,217 5,316 165 729 1,323 195 15,070

REFERRED TO A PRIVATE JUDGE X X X 5 18 4 5 32

UNAVAILABILITY OF ACCUSED 32,254 4,272 34,441 5 24 1 1 70,998

BANKRUPTCY STAY OR INTERLOCUTORY 143 44 27 52 874 46 23 1,209
APPEAL

ALL OTHER TERMINATIONS 10,052 1,694 4,433 914 5,347 1,042 914 24,396

TOTAL TERMINATIONS 224,170 56,378 224,709 3,911 24,672 9,580 2,821 546,241

CASES PENDING END OF YEAR 45,670 13,219 28,353 1,984 4,755 1,613 809 96,403

TIME GUIDELINE (MONTHS) 6 6 6 24 12 12 12 X

CASES PENDING END OF YEAR BEYOND 1,116 577 766 42 186 21 35 2,743
TIME GUIDELINE

COMPOSITE INDIVIDUAL JUDGE REPORT FORM FOR THE ENTIRE STATE
2003

MUNICIPAL COURTS

MUNICIPAL COURTS 
111




























































































































































